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Today, the United States stands as a beacon of democracy and toler-
ance, inviting the nations of the world to pursue justice, provide free-
dom, and protect liberty for their people. As we face the challenges of
a new era, we remain resolved and vigilant in the defense of life and
liberty against tyranny and terror. Drawing strength and guidance from
our Constitution, we will work to ensure that the blessings of Amer-
ican liberty endure and extend for generations to come.

In remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition
of the Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities
of citizenship, the Congress, by joint resolution of February 29, 1952
(36 U.S.C. 106, as amended), designated September 17 as “Citizenship
Day,” and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as
amended), requested that the President proclaim the week beginning
September 17 and ending September 23 of each year as “Constitution
Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2002, as Citizen-
ship Day and September 17 through September 23, 2002, as Constitu-
tion Week. I encourage Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civic, social, and educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our
commitment as citizens of our great Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7595 of September 19, 2002
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout American history, many men and women have bravely
served in our military and sacrificed much to preserve our country and
protect the democratic ideals that make our Nation a beacon of hope.
Some of those who answered the call to service were captured in con-
flict and imprisoned by our enemies; and many remain missing in ac-
tion.

Each year on National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we honor those
Americans who were prisoners of war and recognize them for the cour-
age and determination they showed in the face of unspeakable hard-
ships. We also honor those who remain unaccounted for, especially re-
membering the sacrifices of their families who must courageously face
each day without knowing the fate of their loved ones.

Nearly 60 years after the end of World War II, the fate of more than
78,000 Americans who fought in that conflict remains unknown. More
than 8,100 from the Korean War are missing, more than 120 from the
Cold War, more than 1,900 from the Vietnam War, and three from the
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Gulf War. These Americans, who dedicated their lives to preserving
and protecting our freedoms, will never be forgotten.

On September 20, 2002, the flag of the National League of Families of
American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will be flown over
the White House, the Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and
Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the Na-
tional Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial,
U.S. military installations, national cemeteries, and other locations
across our country. With this observance, we reaffirm our commitment
to those who have suffered the horrors of enemy captivity, to those
who have yet to return from battle, and to their families. We remain
dedicated to resolving discrepancy cases, achieving the fullest possible
accounting of our prisoners of war and missing in action, and bringing
them home with the honor and dignity that they deserve.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
20, 2002, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon all the
people of the United States to join me in honoring former American
prisoners of war who suffered the hardships of enemy captivity, and
in renewing our commitment to those still missing. 1 also call upon
Federal, State, and local government officials and private organizations
to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities,

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-seventh.,

GEORGE W, BUSH

Proclamation 7596 of September 20, 2002
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Entrepreneurs help make America strong and are essential to our eco-
nomic success. Their talent, skill, and hard work have helped sustain
our Nation since its founding; and their disciplined work ethic and ca-
pacity for innovation reflect the true character of our country. During
Minority Enterprise Development Week, we celebrate our more than 3
million minority- owned businesses, and we recognize the important
contributions they make to the United States of America.

To promote prosperity in our Nation, Government must help create an
environment where innovative, hardworking, and determined individ-
uals have the opportunity to fully participate and succeed in our econ-
omy. Last year’s tax relief initiative, including the repeal of the “Death
Tax,” was an important part of developing an enhanced business cli-
mate in America. And this year, I signed two pieces of legislation into
law that will promote growth. The Trade Act of 2002 gives me new
Trade Promotion Authority that will help boost our economy, create
new jobs, and provide America with the opportunity to participate in
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